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The National Congress of Bolivian Peasants approved a resolution July 5 at a conference in the
city of Cochabamba demanding that the government expel from the country all US troops and
agents of the US Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA). The resolution comes after incidents
last week involving US troops and DEA agents. Alongwith several Bolivian policemen, the US
personnel were reportedly surrounded for 48 hours by a large group of peasant farmers in Chimora,
Cochabamba, to protest abuses suffered by local coca growers. The police and US personnel agreed
to leave the area. At the conference, participants argued that the presence of US troops and DEA
personnel hinders an agreement between the government and Bolivian farmers stipulating that coca
growers are not to be subject to measures of force. Their decision to destroy coca acreage is to be
wholly voluntary. In addition, the resolution states that the US military presence violates national
sovereignty. In June, the Chapare region (which includes the environs of Cochabamba) was the
scene of clashes between farmers and Bolivian soldiers, resulting in the deaths of a soldier and a
local farmer. The disturbances were provoked by rumors that the government of President Victor
Paz Estenssoro was preparing to implement a three-year coca eradication program financed by the
United States. Coca eradication efforts have been quite unpopular with farmers. No other cash crop
offers the earnings that the sturdy coca plant does from $800 to $3,200 an acre. For Bolivia, where
average annual earnings are well below $1,000, such sums represent small fortunes. Hundreds of
thousands of Bolivian peasants depend directly on coca for cash income. Many more are involved in
smuggling precursor chemicals, macerating coca leaves, refining the resulting paste into cocaine and
transporting the narcotic. The economies of entire towns are rooted in the drug trade. Farm groups
in the Bolivian Chapare have threatened armed resistance if the government mandates eradication
there. (Basic data from PRENSA LATINA, ANDINA, 07/06/87)
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